














Meetings 2010 
2nd RTOACC Meeting: Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) - methods, models and databases with 
focus on GHG emission and sequestration potential of organic farming systems and 
organic food, Expert Workshop & RTOACC Meeting, 21-22 Sept 2010, in Bari/I combined 
with the LCA Food Congress 

 

Aims of the Meeting 

• to exchange in-depth scientific knowledge on improved Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
methods, models and databases focusing on GHG emissions and sequestration 
potential of organic farming systems and organic food to be used by organic sector 
organisations and operators for the development of certification of energy and 
carbon labels and for improvement of the organic sector’s climate impact. 

 

Outcome of the Workshop 

• Agreement on common research agenda for development of LCA methodology and 
inventories consistent to organic farming systems. 

• Substantial inputs to a comprehensive report on LCA method development and 
databases and LCA research agenda to close the current gaps. 



Meetings 2010 
3rd Meeting of the Round Table on Organic Agriculture and Climate Change (RTOACC), 
22nd November 2010, FAO, Rome/I together with Climate Camp by IFOAM  

Aims of the Workshop 

• Finalizing activities of 2010 and compilation of end reports on 1) In-depth scientific 
exchange on the available data on GHG emissions and the carbon sequestration 
potential of organic crop and livestock systems incl. gaps in the available data and 
ideas on how these could be filled, 2) The climate change mitigation potential of 
organic farming systems and the development of a methodology for the carbon 
market and 3) Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) - methods, models and databases with 
focus on GHG emission and sequestration potential of organic farming systems and 
organic food. 

• Developing mid- and longterm concepts for the RTOACC/organizational aspects 

• Defining activities for 2011 

 



 Frick, Switzerland, May 2010 

Bari, Italy, September 21, 2010 



1a) Higher soil organic carbon levels and sequestration rates in soils 
under organic farming management – results of 2 meta studies 
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Aguilera et al. 2011 (in prep.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farming system comparisons (org 
vs. non-org) based on global data 
sets 
 
Gattinger et al. 2011 (in prep.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Climate change assessment of complex, organic farming 
systems 



Meeting 2011 
• 4th Meeting of the Round Table on Organic Agriculture and Climate Change (RTOACC), 

18th and 19th October 2011, Brussels (organised by IFOAM EU) together with the public 
seminar “Agriculture in times of climate change – organic farming approaches to face the 
challenge” Under the patronage of Elisabeth Köstinger (MEP, EPP)   

Aims of the Meeting 

• Updating of current activities within member institutions 

• Discussing with representatives from EU commission 

• Future tasks and role of RTOACC 

 Meeting 2012 
5th Meeting of the Round Table on Organic Agriculture and Climate Change (RTOACC), 29th of 
February and 1st of March 2012, ORC, Elm Farm/UK 
 Aims of the Meeting 
Discussing and ascertaining the potential of organic agriculture to contribute to climate 
change adaptation; Discussing the representation of organic agriculture at Rio+20 
Future tasks and role of RTOACC 

6th Meeting of the Round Table on Organic Agriculture and Climate Change (RTOACC), 
11th and 12th of July 2013, at IFOAM Head Office, Bonn/D 
Aims of the Meeting 
In the topical part of the meeting on the first day (Carbon Credits and Sustainable 
Agriculture) we will focus on opportunities and challenges for carbon credits for 
sustainable agriculture.  





New CDM methodology 
(monitoring based on organic certification)  

https://cdm.unfccc.int/filestorage/y/2/GI5RNF9PJ

08OLTYWMCA3D1V2ZE47KS.pdf/eb70_repan25

.pdf?t=U0F8bW1zczM1fDB-

GcVDcoc4zDzOV3ZRY7x1 





On November 11, 2014, the meeting "Countering Climate Change with Organic 
Agriculture" took place in Brussels.  Organized by  IFOAM EU Group and the  RTOACC  

The background to this meeting is the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2013/2014), which 
reaffirmed the pending threat of climate change to our food and farming 
systems - showing that even a 1°C rise in global temperatures will have a 
devastating impact on food production and crop yields. 

Civil society groups have been successful in convincing the Subsidiary 
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA), one of the two 
permanent subsidiary bodies of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC:) to begin to address issues related to 
agriculture in June 2014. Meetings of the SBSTA in 2014 and 2015 will be 
crucial to the development of an official work programme for agriculture. 
However the recent launch of the Global Alliance for Climate-Smart 
Agriculture in September 2014 - whose membership comprises 
multinational corporations, heavily invested in the status quo - risks 
undermining attempts at real change and simply greenwashing 
industrialised food and farming systems. 








